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REF+ LAGUS 2524,2454 AND 2419
Ae RIAFRAN VISIT

|« DURING MARCH 21-~23 STAY IN BIAFRA ALL OFFIcIaAL
CONTACTS TRIED TO ENGAGE FERGUSON IN POLITICAL ASPECTS
CIVIL WaRkR AUT HE REJECTED ALL EFFORTS ON GROUNDS HIS
ROLE PURELY HUMANITARIAN. FERGUSON IMPRESSED WITH
DETERMINATION SIAFRANS ALL LEVELS 7170 CONTINUE FIGHT
AGAINST FMG 89T ALSQ SENSED THAT AT SAME TIME MANY
BELIEVE FIGHT HOPELESS AND RIAFRA DOOMED SOONER OR
LATER. FERGUSNON TOLD 8Y MANY RIAFRANS AND HIMSELF
BELIEVES FMG 20MBING OF CIVILIANS HAS BEEN GREATEST
UNIFYING FACTOR IN BJAFRA DURING PAST 31X MONTHS.

2. ON RELIEF ROUTES QJUKWU TOOK FOLLOWING POSITIONS
IN {ONG TALK AFTERNOQN MARCH 233

As FOR SECURITY REASONS BIAFRA COULD NOT AGREE

TO USE OF ULI AIRSTRIP F3R ODAYLIGHT RELIEF FLIGHTS.
Bse AS ORILAGD AREA NOW COANTESTED AND FOR OTHER
REASONS BIAFRA COULD NOT AGREE TO ANY USE OF CBILAGO

AIRSTRIP FCOR RELIEF FLIGHTS DAY OR NIGHT. DECLASSIFIED
Ce ONLY REAL SOLUTION FOR RELTIEF FLIGHTS WAS NEW PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
‘ April 21, 2005
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ATRSTRIP AS PRQPOSED BY CANADIAN AND OTHER CHURCH GROUPS.
FERGUSCN MADE CLEAR HE COULD MNQOT SUPPQRT MNEW AIRSTRIP FOR
REASONS BET FaRTH LAST PARAGRAPH LAG1S 2419

De OF QURFACE R0UTES BIAFRA PREFERREN NIGER RIVER

TO NGUTa BUT OJUKWY CONCEDED THAT THI1S ROUTE PRESENTED
SERIOUS LCORTSTICAL AND POLITICAL PRORLEMS.

Ee AFTER RETING ASSRED CALABAR IKOT 0OKPORO ROUTE

WAS US AND NOT FMG IDFA OJUKWYU DISCUSSED IT ORJECTIVELY
AND QA D IT OSFFERED POSSIRILITIES WHICH HE AND HIS
ASSOCIATES WOULD FXPLORE. HE STATEDHNWEVER THAT LAGOS
cauLp NnT kT NOT BE USED AS STAGING ARFA FOR RELIEF
SUPPLIES NESTINED FOR 31AFRA. QF THREE ALTERNATIVE OPERATIONS
NDJUKWU GREATLY PRFFERRED USE AF HELICOPTERSs NEXT CHOICE
WNAS BARGING UP CROSS RIVER. TRUCK ROUTE THROUGH FEDERAL
TERRITORY WQULD BE ACCEPTABLE ONLY WITH US GUARANTEE OR
OTHERGUARANTER GTE QOF SIMILAR QUALITY UNQTE AGAINST
TAMPERING WITH RELIEF SHIPMENTS WHILE ON ROAD.,

Ds AFTER INITIAL RESISTANCE OJJUKWU SAID HE WQULD

BE WILLING 70 SEND REPRESENTATIVE TO MEET FMG REPRESENTA=-
TIVE To DISCcUsS CALABAR IKQOT OKPORO ROUTE. HIS CONDITIONS
AERE THAT 1T 3E PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT MEETING WQOULD TaAKE
PLACE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING RELIEF ROUTES BUT
THAT NEGUTTIATIONS SHOULD BRE STRICTLY SECRETe. ANY LEAKS

OR 8REACHES 0F CONFIRENCE WOULD KILL WHOLE PRQUECT. OJUKWU
THOUGHT BEST VENUE FpR MEETING WIULD BE WASHINGTON WHICH
FFRGUSON SATID UNLIKELY APPEAL TO USGe OJUKWU RULED OUT ANy
EURNPEAN SITE 3UT SAID WOULD ACCERT MOST PLACES IN AFRICA
EXCEPT LAGOS AND ADDISe YE THOUGHT DaKaR MIGHT BE GOOD
VENUE »

3. FERGUSUN GIVEN AIDE=-MEMOIRE SETTING FORTH BIAFRAN
POSITION ON RELIEF WHICH IN SEPTELW. THIS PAPER DATED
MARCH 22 AND ACCORDINGLY NQES NOT ADDRESS ITSELF 7O
CALABAR IKOT OKPORQ ROUTE'

B« RETYURN VISIT TO LAGGS

4¢ FERGUSON REPORTED RESUILLTS HIS TALKS WITH QJUKWYU TO
GOWON AND ARIKPQ MARCH 25 THEY NOT SURPRISED AT DJUUKWU
REJECTION USE ULI QR 0BILAGO AND MADF POINT THIS PROVED
ONCE AGAIN TT REBFL REGIME AND NOT FmMG WHICH BLOCKING
ADEQUATE RELIEF TO RIAFRA.

DECLASSIFIED
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5. GOWON AND ARIKPQO CAUTIQUSLY ENCOURAGED BY OJUKWU

VIEW CALARAR K0T QKPORO ROUTE HAD POSSIBIILTIES. GOWON
BRISTLER #WHEN FFROUSON REPORTED OJUKWU STATEMENT LLAGDS
CournN weT 8% 38D a5 STAGING ARFA gyUT DOID NOT COMMENT
GOWAN SalD wWE «W0ULD aF WILLING SEND FME REPRESENTATIVE

o ~MEEY REREL EPRESENTATIVE SOMEWHERE IN AFRICA {HE
THOGUGHT NTAMEY WQULD RE GNOD SITE) AND APPARENTLY CONCURRED
IN SROPOSAL THAT NECGOTIATIQONS SHOULD BE SYRICTLY SECRET.
HE ASKED FOR JTHFORMATION [N WRITING oN BIAFRAN POSITION
AWND ON CALARA® IXKQOT OK20RCQ ROTE WHICH COULD RE STUDIED
3Y 118 ADVISERGS FERGUSON AGREED PRQVINE MEMO WITH

TWO ATTACHEMENTS: STAFRAN AIDS-MEMQIRE AND LOGISTICAL
DESCRIPTION (WHICH WILL 8E DRAWM FROM STATE 44733 (NOTAL ).
MEMO AND LCGI<TICAL NDESCRIPTINN FORTHCCOMING IN SEPTFL .

6¢ FERGUSON TOLD GOWON THAT HF WAS CONVINCED SOME NAF
ATTACKS UN CiVILIANS [N RQEBEL TERRITORY HAD BEEN DELIBERATE,
AND KE HAD SEEFEN PYECE OF a0MB WHICH WAS OF FRAGMENTATION
RATHER THAN CoNCUSSION TYPE,» THUS INDICATING fEOPLE RATHER
THAN STRUCTURES WFRE TARGETe HE STRESSED THAT RIS

[MPRESSION WAG THAT 8CMBING HAD SERVED AS MAJOR UNIFYING
FORCE AMONG RESBELS. GOWON LISTENED SaDLY MADE NO ATTEMPT

TO QEFUTE FERGUSONG STATEMENTS, COMMENTED THAT HIS OWN
INTELLIGENCE CONFIQMED THAT BOMBING HAD STIFFENED RERELS!
WILL TO RESTIST RUT SAID FMG WOUIL.D HAVE TO CONTINUE AIR
STRIKES AGAINST MILITARY TARGZETS IN cFFORT BRING WAR TO END.
7. FERGUSON ON MARCR 24 GAVE Uk HICOM FULL BRIEFING ON
Trlx HITH QUUKWU s LATE AFTERNIDAON MARCR 25 FERGUSON MET
ALTH CHIZFS Qf MISSION UF DONOR GOVERNMENTS AND GAVE THEM
MORE GENERAL BRIEFING ON WIS ACTIVITIES TO DATE+ HE GAVE
NQ DETAILS RE SURFACE <R0UTES< SCANDINAVIAN CANADIAN

AND DUTCH CHIcrES OF MISSION AS WELL AS UK HAVE HOWEVER
SOME KNOALEDSE OF CALARAR IKOT QKPORO ROUTE-

B¢ DANTISH AMBASSANOR ON BEHALF ALL NQORDICS SUBSEGQUENTLY

SUGGESTED T FERGUSON THAT IT WAULD RE VERY HELPFUL IF

FERGUSON COULD BE 92RESENT AT NEXT MEETING NORDIC FOREIGN

MINTSTERS [N COPENHAGEN 0N APRJIL 23¢ FERGUSON SAID HE

AOULD 35 GLAD CONSIRER THIS

GP =3, DECLASSIFIED
MATREWS PA/HO Department of State
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April 21, 2005
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